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The annual CRA conference is just a few short weeks away and there is a full 

agenda of sessions, workshops, tours and receptions waiting for attendees. This 

yearôs conference at the North Charleston Convention Center runs March 29 

through April 1 and will brings the recycling communities of North and South 

Carolina to the Charleston area for the first time. 

The conference kicks off Tuesday, March 29th with morning and afternoon tours of 

area of residential and commercial material recovery facilities, Charleston Countyôs 

new pilot food and yard waste composting facility, as well as tours of local college 

recycling programs at the Medical University of South Carolina and the Citadel. 

Those looking to mix some networking and time out on the Green are encouraged 

to sign up for the 5th annual CRA Golf Classic at the Patriots Point Links on 

Charleston Harbor. The day will end with the annual CRA business meeting 

followed by the opening reception with exhibitors. 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday morning will include a full program of technical sessions. In between 

Wednesdayôs opening and closing sessions (ñRecycling: Looking Forwardò in the morning, ñState and Local 

Perspectivesò in the afternoon), will be two sets of breakouts sessions covering commercial sector recycling, 

composting, collegiate recycling,  C&D recovery, and glass recycling among other topics. Following 

Thursdayôs opening plenary on ñRecycling Marketsò, breakouts sessions will focus on electronics, education 

tools to increase participation, food scraps from campus dining facilities and linking participation to collection 

services. Thursdayôs program ends with a closing session on ñWhatôs New in Packagingò. The conference will 

close out Friday morning with two general sessions back to back on plastics recycling 

and recycling beyond the Carolinaôs. 

Of course there is a full slate of activities outside of the session halls as well. The expo 

hall will invite attendees to visit over 70 exhibitors during session breaks and evening 

receptions on Tuesday and Wednesday. A silent auction will be held Wednesday and 

Thursday in the expo hall. Following the CRA Town Hall meeting and exhibitor 

reception on Wednesday evening downtown Charleston beckons with a host of 

restaurants offering special discounts for conference attendees. Thursday evening will 

again draw folks downtown for an offsite party on the waterfront at the City of 

Charlestonôs Maritime Center. Finally those sticking around through Friday afternoon 

are encouraged to join us out Kiawah Island for a special CRA tour of the resortôs 

sustainability initiatives and a scenic kayak paddle around the islandôs natural areas. 

For full the conference schedule and to register visit http://www.cra2011.org/.   
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CRA is pleased to announce that, thanks to grant support from the International Paper Foundation, this 

summer's round of CRA Connections will be held at paper recovery facilities across the Carolinas. The 

purpose of the grant is to enable CRA members to help build relationships and foster the advancement of 

paper recovery in the Carolinas. Meetings will be held during the afternoon, and will include facility tours 

followed by networking receptions.  

Stay tuned to CRA's weekly newsletter for upcoming dates 

and locations. 

The Carolina Recycling Associationôs 21st Annual Conference and Trade Show is 

just around the corner. The CRA is pleased to bring our conference to the South 

Carolina Lowcountry for the first time. 

The CRA Conference Planning Committee worked diligently to prepare a vibrant 

curriculum covering recycling successes, obstacles, opportunities and more.  Our 

trade show will once again feature the latest in products, services and 

technologies that help our industry become more effective and efficient. We 

hope that our conference serves our members well by highlighting the 

significant economic impact of our industry in the Carolinas, opportunities for 

growth and continuous improvement, and the need for ongoing dialogue and 

partnerships between the public and private sectors. To celebrate the success of the CRA 

activities over the last year and looking forward to the next, please plan on coming to the CRA 

Party on the Harbor Thursday evening. This is a first time, special event for CRA that you wonôt want to miss. 

Even as we celebrate our successes, there are challenges facing us in the year ahead. Last year Florida repealed 

the ban on the disposal of yard trimmings in landfills. Currently Georgia is considering similar legislation. 

There seems to be an argument that the creation of methane is an alternative energy source. We have long 

developed methodology and practice for the capture and beneficial use of landfill gas. I have installed and 

operated a landfill gas system myself. But the intentional addition of material to create more landfill gas? I 

thought we were managing it because of its threat to our environment. Our long established hierarchy could be 

threatened by such thinking. 

There also seems to be a resurgence of the promotion of plasma arc, waste to diesel, RTF, and other methods 

to turn garbage into gold. Our supply of fiber and plastic is seriously threatened by these technologies seeking 

the potential energy content. This may be a reasonable approach for materials at the end of life, but if an item 

can be recycled, it has another life. If we burn or gasify for energy; that is the last time we will take advantage 

of the material. And the CO2 will be released to the atmosphere. Doesnôt seem to be a sound practice to me. 

This could become a larger threat to our industry than the recent recession driven budget cuts. 

In recycling, as in life, we should always strive to bring the important lessons of history to our future plans and 

activities. Hence, Everything Old is New Again. I look forward to seeing all of you at the conference as we 

network, learn, plan and influence issues affecting recycling in both states. 

Will Sagar, CRA President 

From the 
desk of the  
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Thank you to all of our 

conference sponsors! 


