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The Carolina Recycling Association (CRA) is a 501(c)(3) organization established to advance waste reduction and recycling 
in the Carolinas. The CRA is supported by a community of people - multi-national corporations, small businesses, local 
government, state government agencies, and individuals across the Carolinas who are committed to waste reduction and 
recycling efforts. With over 300 member organizations (over 800 individuals), the CRA is ever growing and changing to 
benefit our members and the recycling industry.  Find out more about CRA’s work and how to join at www.cra-recycle.org. 
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Sharnelle Simpson (City of Kannapolis, NC) Honored with  
The Getting The Word Out: Sensational Outreach Award  

By The Carolina Recycling Association 
 
 

Sharnelle Simpson (City of Kannapolis, NC) was honored with the Getting the Word Out: Sensational 
Outreach Award by the Carolina Recycling Association during its Annual Conference and Trade Show 
on March 25th in Myrtle Beach, SC.  

 
 The Getting the Word Out: Sensational Outreach Award recognizes a program that has excelled 
in educating the community about waste reduction and recycling.  The award seeks to honor programs 
that educate a diverse audience, uses creative and new methods of communication and increases the 
public’s commitment to recycling. 
 
Sharnelle Simpson works with schools, community groups, businesses, and other City departments 
throughout the City of Kannapolis and Cabarrus County to increase awareness about recycling. She is 
active in the community, attending meetings and events with educational materials and displays.  
Sharnelle works with high schools and other community groups to organize roadside trash pickups and 
created the “Kannapolis Stream Team” which aims to keep local streams and waterways free of trash. 
She publishes recycling content each month in the City’s newsletter, “Kannapolis Matters” to deliver 
timely recycling information and tips to residents.  
 
Her work also focuses on increasing recycling in low participating communities and by working 
specifically with the two elementary and two middle schools in these areas, a significant increase in 
recycling and a decrease in contamination problems in the focus areas were seen as a result. 
 
 Not only does Sharnelle support all interests and needs of a diverse community, she is able to 
communicate those needs to others and in return receive their commitment and support.  
 

**** 
 

For more information, please contact the CRA’s Awards Committee: 
Amanda Cutshaw 828-649-2311  



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Sharnelle Simpson with the City of Kernersville accepts the 2015 Getting the Word Out: Sensational 
Outreach Award from Carolina Recycling Association President Patrick Darrow. 

 


