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The Carolina Recycling Association (CRA) is a 501(c)(3) organization established to advance waste reduction and recycling 
in the Carolinas. The CRA is supported by a community of people - multi-national corporations, small businesses, local 
government, state government agencies, and individuals across the Carolinas who are committed to waste reduction and 
recycling efforts. With over 300 member organizations (over 800 individuals), the CRA is ever growing and changing to 
benefit our members and the recycling industry.  Find out more about CRA’s work and how to join at www.cra-recycle.org. 
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Ocean Bay Middle School Honored with The Outstanding School Program Award  
by the Carolina Recycling Association 

 
The Carolina Recycling Association honored Ocean Bay Middle School with the Outstanding School 
Program Award during its Annual Conference and Trade Show on March 25th in Myrtle Beach, SC.  
 
The Outstanding School Program Award honors a program in a single school or school system (K-12) 
that promotes waste reduction, reuse and recycling. 
 
By recycling through the programs offered by the Horry County Solid Waste Authority (SWA), Ocean 
Bay Middle reduced a significant amount of waste. In 2013-14, the school recycled an estimated 20,344 
lbs. of plastic bottles, metal cans and newspaper. The school also recycles cardboard and large metal 
cans from the cafeteria and the entire school.  This amount of recycling contributes to a reduction in the 
number of trash dumpster pulls at the school. 
 
Ocean Bay Middle also reduces their waste by composting and using it in their gardens. They present 
school wide PowerPoint presentations with videos on what everyone can do to make a difference in the 
school’s conservation culture. The PowerPoint sets the stage for expectations for composting and gives 
practice examples for the student to complete prior to composting. During this process students learn all 
about composting, what to compost and the benefits of composting. The students compost lunch waste 
on a daily basis and maintain the compost piles during the year.  In addition to the lunch waste they add 
the pencil shavings collected by the garden club. Students add these to the top to keep fruit flies under 
control. They use the mature compost to nourish gardens and to plant herbs and vegetables for 4 x 4 
gardens and the Earth Day Celebration. Results are measured by the quantity of compost that is 
generated through the year, and the reduction of waste that is disposed of in the landfill. 
 
The school also participates in the Terracycle Programs to recycle Capri-Sun pouches and snack bags.  
The school is one of the few South Carolina Green Steps Schools in Horry County.  Ocean Bay Middle 
displays commitment to the environment by participating in annual cleanups for Arbor Day and Earth 
Day coordinating this year with the Great American Cleanup. Ocean Bay Middle School began the 
Breathe Better (B2) in 2008, a campaign sponsored by South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (SCDHECJ.  Prior to the kickoff, the science club took anonymous surveys of 
the idling cars in the parent pickup circle. This became the baseline data for the program. OBM then 



 

posted signs that read, "No idling.  Kids breathe here” around the pickup circle. Once a month, students 
would go survey drivers to ask if they would like to participate in the campaign to help reduce emissions 
on campus, or reward parents who are currently participating. In addition, students met with bus drivers 
during a luncheon providing them with information about the program, and getting them on board with 
the B2 program. The bus component of B2 was to change the nose to tail bus parking and to utilize an 
existing bus lot with slight modifications of painting lines on the bus lot so drivers no longer had to idle 
prior to student release.  Signs were also posted in the delivery unloading dock for those vehicles to also 
turn off their engines while parked. By the end of the first year OBM reduced car pick-up idling to 0% 
and were awarded the "Clean Air Award for the Outstanding School in South Carolina" by SCDHEC. 
 
Ocean Bay Middle prides itself in its sustainable and educational programs. Since Ocean Bay Middle 
opened, they have been teaching their students and community about the environment through a variety 
of student-driven, educational programs, such as the B2 Program and recycling with Teracycle. 
Educational components began with a school-wide conservation week during advisory classes educating 
the entire school and community on what can and cannot be recycled. This educational week also 
incorporated all other conservation projects that OBM is involved in. 
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For more information, please contact the CRA’s Awards Committee: 

Amanda Cutshaw 828-649-2311  

 
Cindy Lilly accepts the 2015 Outstanding School Program Award on behalf of Ocean Bay Middle 

School from Carolina Recycling Association President Patrick Darrow.  
 


