
Trying to get to Zero Waste?  Participate in the Zero Waste Flea Market!    

The Zero Waste Flea Market is designed to help manufacturers find solutions for their hard-to-recycle streams – the 

kinds of materials that keep you from getting to Zero!  The Flea Market will take place from 3:00 to 4:30 on Tuesday, 

March 22nd as part of the Manufacturers Zero Waste Conference.  Participants must register for the conference to 

participate in the Zero Waste Flea Market. 

In the Zero Waste Flea Market, your company will have a chance to show your waste wares to a range of recycling 

companies at your own “flea market” table.  Bring samples, pictures, spec sheets, or other descriptions of your most 

problematic materials to display and help recyclers understand what is available.  Feel free also to bring information 

about all of your other recyclables, even if you currently have outlets for those materials.  Your conversations with 

recyclers may lead to other, better solutions. 

Ready to join us for the Flea Market?  Contact Jamie Ragan with NC DEACS to sign up at 919-707-8141 or 

jamie.ragan@ncdenr.gov   There is no additional cost for Zero Waste Conference attendees to participate in the Flea 

Market but you must pre-register with Jamie to reserve a table.  Check out the Flea Market Participant Instructions 

below for more details. 

Participant Instructions for the Zero Waste Flea Market 

Thank you for participating in the Zero Waste Flea Market!  Below are some simple directions on how to prepare for the 

event and make the most out of this opportunity. 

Your company will be assigned a table to display your generated materials to potential recyclers.  You will stay stationary 

at the table while recyclers rotate and visit to see if they can provide a market solution. 

The ZW Flea Market is focused on hard-to-recycle streams, but you are also encouraged to display and describe all of 

your discard streams, including pallets and other dunnage, packaging, general recyclables, organics, by-product streams 

and anything else you generate.  Some markets may be interested in your hard-to-recycle material if they also have 

access to your general recyclables. 

Below are the items to bring to your Zero Waste Flea Market table.  Make sure you have plenty of copies of the various 

items to share with multiple recyclers. Remember that the more details you can provide, the better your chances of 

interesting someone in your materials: 

 A summary sheet of your discard streams that includes your contact information and the physical location(s) of 

the generated materials. 

o Include monthly quantities of the materials and other details about the frequency of generation, 

including seasonal fluctuations. 

o Note any special circumstances about access to the locations, loading, ability to bale or containerize the 

materials (e.g., in gaylords, palletized), etc. 

 Physical samples of discard streams 

o Ideally these should be relatively small samples, hand-sized or smaller 

o If desired, put these samples in plastic baggies or other see-through containers 

 Pictures of discard streams on single or multiple sheets of 8 ½ x 11 sheets of paper.   

o Include labels and details to help markets better understand the nature of the materials. 

o For plastics, include specific resin types. 

o Note discards that are composites and be prepared to identify the different materials in the composite. 

 Business cards  

In pulling together the information, remember again that the goal is to provide recyclers with enough information to 

respond effectively to your market needs.   

If you have any questions as you prepare for the Flea Market, feel free to contact Jamie Ragan with NC DEACS at 919-

707-8141 or jamie.ragan@ncdenr.gov 
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