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Land	area	(square	miles): 	 	1,358	
Popula9on:	 	 							 	 	350,209	
Single	Family	Households: 	 	115,000	
					

Demographics	



�  Special	events	are	a	missed	
opportunity	for	recycling	

�  Events	and	fes9vals	
represent	some	of	the	
largest	waste	generators	
during	a	short	9me	frame		

Why	Special	Events?	



Why	should	event	organizers	consider	recycling?	
	
� Diversion	of	recyclable	materials	from	an	event’s	waste	
stream	can	significantly	lower	the	cost	of	waste	collec9on	

� Makes	the	event	aOrac9ve	to	sponsors	and	aOendees	
and	provide	a	unique	marke9ng	tool	

� Helps	increase	environmental	awareness	
�  Fosters	goodwill	in	the	community	
�  Provides	a	clean,	safe,	and	posi9ve	environment	for	
aOendees	



�  Iden9fy	a	recycling	coordinator	and/or	commiOee	

�  Conduct	a	waste	audit	

�  Reach	out	to	local	municipali9es	or	recycling	haulers	to	create	
a	plan	for	collec9ng	and	transpor9ng	materials	

�  Seek	&	educate	volunteers	

�  Design	outreach	program	

�  Decide	on	number	of	containers,	design	and	placement	

Planning	an	Event	Recycling	Program	



Charleston	County’s	Event	Recycling	Program	

Projected Number 
Of Attendees 
	

Number Of Special 
Event Bins Needed 
	

200 or less 2 
200 - 600 4 
600 - 1,000 6 

1,000 + 
Contact Charleston 
County's Environmental 
Management Department 



Charleston	County’s	Event	Recycling	Program	
(cont’d)	



Event	Recycling	Guide	&	Checklist	



Event	Recycling	Guide:	Highlights	
•  Volunteers	
•  Vendor	communica9on	
•  Signage	
•  Food	waste	recycling	
•  Waste	reduc9on	&	reuse	



•  Lack	of	recycling	
knowledge	

•  Wai9ng	un9l	the	last	
minute	

•  No	volunteer	plan	
•  Lack	of	program	
awareness	

•  Requires	planning!	

Obstacles	



Successes		



Charleston	County’s	Annual	Earth	Day	FesIval	



Charleston	County’s	Annual	Earth	Day	FesIval	
(cont’d)	



�  Program	promo9on	
�  Instruc9onal	video	
for	event	organizers	

�  Ordinances	
	

Next	Steps	
(J) Recycling collection required. An applicant 
for a special event must provide proof of 
coordination with Charleston County 
Environmental Management or a suitable 
private business to arrange for the provision of 
recycling containers and post event pick up of 
recyclable materials.  Recyclable materials 
must be delivered to a recycling facility for 
recycling, not a landfill for disposal. 



ChrisIna	Moskos	
Recycling	Coordinator	
Charleston	County	Environmental	Management	
(843)	720–7113	
	
cmoskos@charlestoncounty.org	


