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The equivalent of a garbage truck of plastic is 
dumped into the ocean every minute.

By 2050 scientists estimate that there will be 
more plastic in the ocean than fish (by weight).

8 MILLION METRIC TONS/YEAR

Image: Surfrider Charleston

Source: PlasticsEurope Market Research Group (PEMRG) 

Image: plasticpollution.org 

Image: Charleston WaterkeeperImage: Charleston Waterkeeper

Image: Kiawah Nature Center



5 Marine debris collection at the GGP. Photo: Lindsey Hoshaw

Dr. Marcus Eriksen

Loggerhead Marinelife CenterChris Jordan

Deforges, et al
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Plastic Ingestion in SC Live Strandings
• 25 patients in 18 years with GI plastics

> 23 were in the last 5 years
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Where is it coming from?
• 80% from terrestrial sources
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Charleston County Public Libraries
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Wild Dunes
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Kiawah

• Presented as part of Kiawah Conservancy lecture series
• PICK (Plastics Initiative Committee of Kiawah) formed
• More people getting data
• Town of Kiawah taking deeper dive into plastic on the island



21

Isle of Palms
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Isle of Palms
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• Good Catch Partners have committed to serve local, 
sustainable seafood sourced from southeast regional fisheries

• Platinum Partners have signed on to our Plastic Reduction 
Pledge
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Litter-free Digital Journal:

• Shows important trends 

• Create behavioral change

• Informs businesses and policy

• Saves wildlife

• Litter sweeps without data collection 
are short term/ineffective!

Thank you!
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