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Recycling is a loosely connected, 
highly dependent network
riddled with inefficiencies 

and issues.



• Complacency

• Confusion

• Costs

• Contamination

But like other states, it faces 
challenges including:



• It has reduced value of 
commodities for local 
governments.

• Processors are charging more.

Contamination has increased costs for 
local government programs.

About 10 local governments have expressed concerns 
about maintaining their recycling programs. One municipal 
program has closed.





•Commitment  

•Communication

•Collaboration

We can overcome the obstacles with:



• Technical assistance, grant funding and outreach

• Workshops to be held in conjunction with CRA and 
The Recycling Partnership

• RecycleRightSC Campaign designed to draw 
attention to the issue

• Working with processors 

• Social media presence/YouTube

• Recommending a return to basics



Local governments should not 
accept things they cannot 

market.





• Aluminum and steel cans;

• Paper (particularly 
cardboard); and

• Plastic

DHEC is encouraging focusing 
the message on: 

Every program accepts these 
items. Beyond that, check. 



• For FY 2020, the Office plans to make available 
about $1.3 million in recycling funds for schools, 
colleges and local governments. 

• Priority funding will go to proposals designed to 
increase the MSW recycling rate, and to projects 
that support the Don’t Waste Food SC and 
RecycleMoreSC programs.





• Local governments should meet with 
appropriate stakeholders (e.g., MRFs) 
to assess contamination rates.

• Processors should keep local 
governments informed in a timely 
manner of changes of items accepted 
and market fluctuations.



DHEC will continue to 
provide technical 
assistance and outreach 
material to help local 
governments reduce 
contamination. 














