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Recycling is Making Headlines

HuffPost July 2018

Financial Times Oct 2018

The Week Feb 2019



Recycling is Making Headlines (Pt. 2)

CNN March 2019

Walmart Feb 2019

Forbes Dec 2018



We need to build markets …

 For recovered materials

 But we need demand for recycled products

 (and greener products in general)

 Environmentally preferable purchasing can help build 

markets

 The CPG is just one of may EPP efforts 

(https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts)

 The CPG was one effort to build markets for sustainable 

products

https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts


The Federal Government Can Influence Change

 The federal government:

 350,000 buildings

 600,000 vehicles

 $500 billion in purchased goods and services annually

 Congress directed government agencies to increase their 

purchase of recycled content products in the Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act Section 6002

 In 1995 EPA issued the original CPG regulations



What are EPA’s CPG?

 The Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines (CPG):

 Are authorized by Congress under Section 6002 of Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act

 Promotes the use of recovered materials from the 

municipal solid waste (MSW) stream

 Helps to ensure that recovered materials will be used in 

new products

 Features products that are, or can be made, with 

recovered materials



Who is required to buy recycled products?

 Under RCRA, the requirement to purchase an EPA-designated 
product containing recovered materials applies to procuring 
agencies that spend more than $10,000 a year on that item. 

 What is a “procuring agency”? 

 Procuring agencies are federal, state, and local agencies, and their 
contractors, that use appropriated federal funds. 

 For example, if a county agency spends more than $10,000 a year on 
an EPA-designated item, and part of that money is from appropriated 
federal funds, then the agency must purchase that item made from 
recovered materials.

 Purchases unrelated or incidental to the purpose of federal 
funding are not subject to these requirements. 

 When it is not apparent that the guidelines apply to a purchase, EPA 
encourages procuring agencies to follow the guidelines to help expand 
markets for products made from recovered materials.



What Products are in the CPG?

 There are 61 products designated in eight 

categories:

 Products can be found at: 

https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-

procurement-guideline-cpg-program#products

Product Categories

Construction Products Landscaping Products

Paper and Paper Products Non-paper Office Products

Park and Recreation 

Products

Transportation Products

Vehicular Products Miscellaneous Products

https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-program#products


Product Specific Resources are 

Available



https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-

program#products

CPG Product Supplier Directory 

https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-program#products


https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-program#related

https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-program#related


Identify CPG 

Products When 

Shopping

- Learn how your shopping portal 

highlights recycled content 

products

- GSA’s Advantage site uses the 

chasing arrows

- What additional 

environmentally preferable 

attributes can be selected? 
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How to Calculate the Benefit of Recycling

 EPA’s WARM Model (Waste Reduction Model)

 It helps track and voluntarily report greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions reductions from several different waste management 

practices. 

 WARM calculates and totals GHG emissions of baseline and 

alternative waste management practices—source reduction, 

recycling, anaerobic digestion, combustion, composting and 

landfilling.

 www.epa.gov/warm

http://www.epa.gov/warm


iWARM
 A more personalized way to use WARM

https://www.epa.gov/warm/individual-waste-reduction-model-iwarm-tool

https://www.epa.gov/warm/individual-waste-reduction-model-iwarm-tool


Personal and Customizable Results



Recycling Mean 

Jobs

• In 2007 recycling and 
reuse activities accounted 
for:

• 757,000 jobs

• $36.6 billion in wages; 
and 

• $6.7 billion in tax 
revenues

• This is 1.57 jobs per 1,000 
tons of material recycled.

-https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-

07/documents/2015_smm_msw_factsheet_07242018_fnl_508_002.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-07/documents/2015_smm_msw_factsheet_07242018_fnl_508_002.pdf


EPA Contacts

 Chris Newman

 U.S. EPA Region 5

 312-353-8402

 newman.christopherm@epa.gov

 Kim Charick

 U.S. EPA Region 4

 404-562-8477

 charick.kim@epa.gov
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