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Changes to Our Office

•Office of Solid Waste Reduction & Recycling 
now one section

•Staff changes and shift in job duties
•Reporting moving to newly created 
Regulation Development, Planning, and 
Reporting Section 





How are we doing?



By the 
Numbers
• MSW recycling: 

o Increased amount by 2% 
from FY20 

o Recycling rate decreased 
to 23.9% 

• TSW recycling:
o Increased amount by 3% 
o Recycling rate decreased 

to 32%





MSW Recycling
• Top commodity 

recycled: metal 
• Sharp decrease in 

glass recycling 
• Residential recycling 

(531,621 tons) 
increased by 6% from 
FY20



Grants
•Awarded $3.6 million in recycling grants to 
local governments, schools, and 
colleges/universities for FY22; included solid 
waste, waste tire, and used motor oil funding

•Local government FY23 application period 
open until April 1st



MSW Recycling Goal: 
40% or more recycling rate

•Chesterfield
•Lexington
•Marlboro
•Pickens



MSW Reduction Goal: 
3.25 p/p/d or less

•Aiken
•Anderson
•Calhoun
•Chesterfield
•Clarendon
•Colleton

•Dorchester
•Edgefield
•Hampton
•Kershaw
•Jasper
•Lancaster
•Laurens

•Marion
•Marlboro
•McCormick
•Pickens
•Union
•Williamsburg





Looking Ahead to 2030

•MSW disposal rate remains the same:
Dispose 3.25 p/p/d or less

•MSW recycling goal changes:  
Recycle 50% or more

•Food recovery goal remains the same:
Reduce food waste by 50%



Legislation

•Electronics – H.4035 (May 17, 2021) 
•Advanced recycling – S.525 (January 27, 2022)
•Solar panels



Priorities and Challenges

•Create a statewide waste reduction initiative
•Reduce food waste and increase composting
•Promote regional partnerships
•Increase business reporting
•Find solutions to scrap tire issues



Plans with SC Dept. of Commerce

•Set up an SC Materials Exchange in 
partnership with SWIX

•Complete an updated Economic Impact Study
•Complete a Waste Characterization Study



Upcoming Events
• April 4-8: Food Waste Prevention Week

• April 6: Don’t Waste Food SC Ambassador Day
• April 12-13: SC Recycling Professionals 
Certification Workshop

• July: Take Action SC Summer Teacher Workshop
• Fall: Solid Waste & Recycling Professionals Annual 
Workshop



Thank you. Gracias. Merci. 
Danke. Arigatou. Grazie. 

Jo Jeh, Daw-Dyeh. 
Yabba Dabba Doo!



Richard Chesley
(803) 898-1327

cheslerl@dhec.sc.gov
scdhec.gov/recycle
1-800-768-7348

QUESTIONS?


