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2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse
3:00-4:30 pm – Presentations

• Mary McClellan, Executive Director, Carolina Recycling Association
• Will Sagar, Executive Director, Southeast Recycling Development Council (SERDC)
• Anna DeLage, Director, Recycling Market Development, South Carolina Department of Commerce
• John Wienges, Staff Attorney, South Carolina Association of Counties
• Ethel Bunch, CEO, Sustain SC
• Rob Smith, Principal Lobbyist, Moore Van Allen Law – Introduction of Rep. Hixon
• Representative William “Bill” Hixon Chairman House Agriculture and Natural Resources

4:30-7:00 pm – Reception & Networking with Legislators



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!



THANK YOU SERDC SPONSORS!



THANK YOU CRA SPONSORS!



THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS!



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

Special Thanks to these Folks for their Significant Contributions of Time and Effort:

• Rob Smith, Moore & Van Allen 

• Anna DeLage, Ashley Jenkins (CRA Board Member), Ally Barbier, Mark Hendrick, (Director of Governmental 

Affairs), South Carolina Department of Commerce

• Will Sagar, SERDC

• SC DHEC Team

• Speakers & Volunteers

• CRA Staff Jenn Cooper Programs & Systems Manager and Sarah Crump, Communications Coordinator



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

Introductions

Tell us your name and where you are from!

Notes: 

*Attendee List will be distributed after the event with all attendees and the 
Members of the Statehouse who attended. 

**Presentations will be shared with all attendees as well 



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

Welcome Will Sagar, Executive Director, SERDC





Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors



SERDC.org



SERDC.org
15

• Exports represent only 
30% of all recycled 
materials

• China was half of that or 
15% of all recycled 
materials

• Remaining 70% recycled 
domestically
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SERDC.org

Continuing 
Demand

That recycling is beneficial for 
the environment is probably an 
uncontested proposition.  What 
is becoming increasingly more 
obvious is that recycling 
contributes to the economic 
health of a state’s economy.

Dr. Frank Hefner
Department of Economics and Finance 

College of Charleston



SERDC.org

Current Issues

Misinformation Contamination Fragmented 
messaging

Limited recycling 
access

Diverse MRF 
infrastructure

Processing fee 
increases
• Budget timeline

Strained local 
government budgets
• Exacerbated by Covid-19 

impacts



Coke’s multi-year investment strategy aims 
to enable the company to recycle 100% of 
its bottles by 2030, as well as making all of 
its bottles with at least 50% recycled plastic

To meet brand commitments around post-consumer recycled content 
(PCR), plastic reclamation capacity in the US would need 
to increase by at least 50 percent from current capacity.

https://sustainablebrands.com/read/defining-the-next-economy/groundbreaking-report-shows-pathway-to-scale-for-reusable-circular-packaging-models
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.ameripen.org/resource/resmgr/docs/AMERIPEN-recycled-content-pa.pdf


Market Development 

Measurement
What material demand exists

Policy
Present recycling as an economic 

driver

Efficiency
Hub and spoke

Reduce process costs



Additional Policy Issues Under Consideration

• Deposit Return Systems (bottle bills)
• Material and Product Taxes
• Single Use Packaging Bans
• Toxics in Packaging
• Uniform Definitions
• Advanced Recycling (aka chemical or molecular recycling)



SERDC.org

Contact Information
Will Sagar
will.sagar@serdc.org
(828) 507-0123

Mary McClellan
mary@cra-recycle.org
(336) 972-3565



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

Welcome Anna DeLage, Director, Recycling Market Development, 
SC Department of Commerce



SOUTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
RECYCLING MARKET UPDATE



RECYCLING MARKET DEVELOPMENT 
TEAM

Building recycling markets 
Promoting the recycling value chain

Increasing material recovery
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Economic Impact Study
The S.C. Department of Commerce, S.C. Department of
Health and Environmental Control and the Council on Competitiveness
Commissioned a 2022 update of the 2014 and 2006 economic impact studies.

All studies were conducted by economist Dr. Frank Hefner of the College of Charleston.
In 2014, Dr. Hefner concluded, “That recycling is beneficial for the environment is a virtually uncontested proposition.
What is becoming increasingly more obvious is that recycling contributes to the economic health of a state’s ecosystem.”

South Carolina’s recycling industry continues to generate new investment and job creation, in industry sectors from aerospace,
automotive, agribusiness, logistics and others contributing to this demand.



Direct Jobs:

16,188

Number
of Industries:

311

Average Number 
of Employees
Per Company:

52Tax Revenues:

$551M*

Labor Income 
Generated Annually:

$2.7B

Total Annual Industry 
Economic Impact:

$13.6B

Average 
Annual Wage:

$45,919

Total Employment 
Impact:

42,737**

SC RECYCLING INDUSTRY
2022 ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY



SOUTH CAROLINA RECYCLING COMPANIES BY COUNTY
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REDWOOD MATERIALS
$3.5B

NUCOR CORPORATION
$425M & $200M

US STRAPPING COMPANY
$34.6M

CANFOR SOUTHERN PINE
$25M

GREIF
$13M

SAMUEL STRAPPING SYSTEMS
$11.5M

MONMOUNTH RUBBER CORPORATION
$5.6

ELEMENT DESIGNS
$5M

ACI SOUTH
$4M

MUMFORD INDUSTRIES
$2M



REDWOOD MATERIALS
The company’s $3.5 billion investment marks the largest
economic development announcement in the history of South
Carolina, will create 1,500 new jobs.

“

Redwood Materials’ record-breaking announcement shows that
our state’s strategic plan to remain a top destination for
automobile manufacturers and their suppliers as the industry
innovates is working,”

Gov. Henry McMaster



RECYCLING MARKET DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
RECYCLING EDUCATION SERIES

May 2022

Palmetto Synthetics



RECYCLING MARKET DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
RECYCLING EDUCATION SERIES

October 2022

North Augusta Material 
Recovery Facility



RECYCLING MARKET DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
RECYCLING EDUCATION SERIES

January 2023

CMC Steel



SOUTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE

Anna DeLage
Phone : 803-237-8447 

Website : www.RecyclinginSC.com

Email : adelage@sccommerce.com 



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

Welcome John Wienges, Staff Attorney, South Carolina Association of Counties 



SC Scrap Tire Sustainability Coalition
Update on Tire Fees



SC Scrap Tire Sustainability Coalition



Initiative 1: Tire Recycling Fees



Scrap Tire Management Projections



As a result of last year’s funding 
shortfall from DHEC’s Waste Tire 

Grant Program to your county, what 
was the approximate financial 
impact (if any) to your county?

Top 5 County Deficits:

• Charleston: $451,540

• Sumter: $50,000

• Colleton: $46,800

• Clarendon: $36,863

• Fairfield: $35,000

SCAC SURVEY



If there is another funding shortfall next year from DHEC’s 

Waste Tire Grant Program to your county, what will be the 

approximate financial impact (if any) to your county?

Top 5 County Projected Deficits:

Berkeley: $249,045

Sumter: $110,000

Colleton: $65,000

Clarendon: $37,000

Fairfield: $35,000



Other Comments:

Richland County

• “The cost for tire disposal had been $150/ton and $256 per load. 
Costs recently increased to $185/ton, $280 per load, a $25 
environmental fee, and a fuel surcharge. Our county is requesting the 
ability to break even on disposal costs and eliminate the cap…”

Fairfield County

• “We went from paying $90 per ton for disposal to $185 per ton, plus 
a $510 fuel surcharge and a $25 environmental fee per visit...”



Next Steps:

• Remove the $150/ton cap [§ 44-96-170 (E)&(F)]

 Counties across the State are being charged as high as $325/ton

• Look at a potential increase of the $2 Advance Recycling Fee

 Fee has remained at $2 since 1991

 Would be approximately $4.11 if adjusted to CPI



Potential Fee Scenarios

[Present Day]



SC Scrap Tire Sustainability Coalition



Proposal #1



Proposal #2



Proposal #2



Proposal #3

Only Removes the $150/ton Cap:



Thank You!

www.SCcounties.org

John Wienges Jr. 
803-252-7255

jwienges@scac.sc

mailto:jwienges@scac.sc


2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

Welcome Ethel Bunch, CEO, Sustain SC 





O U R M I S S I O N

Connect the sustainability goals of business  
in South Carolina with local solutions for  
the benefit of our economy, environment,  
and people.
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SC Foreign  
Company Map

3
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5

37th out of50  
States





The Circular Economy: South Carolina’s New Economic Opportunity
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Recycling policy andawareness

Materials recovery facility (MRF)  
value chain andeconomics

Food waste andcomposting

The Circular Economy: South Carolina’s New Economic Opportunity



CALL TOACTION:

Serve on a Responsible Consumption and Production Committee  

Legislative Education Series: Communications and Messaging



c o m m e r c e + conse rva t i • on

e r .
rSUSTA IN7sc



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

Welcome Representative William “Bill” Hixon
Chairman House Agriculture and Natural Resources



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

Welcome Representative Hixon!
Chairman House Agriculture, Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs Committee - Republican – Edgefield District 83

• President/Owner, Hixon Realty Co.

• President, Hixon Insurance Agency Inc.

• Volunteer Fireman, North Augusta, 1973-

• Past member, Executive Committee of the Commission of the Future of Aiken County

• Past Board member, Edgefield County Chamber of Commerce

• Member, First Baptist Church of North Augusta



2023 Recycling Day at the Statehouse

• We would like to take a group photo on the stairs outside of the McMeekin Room before entering the 

reception, please gather there after we adjourn for a quick photo op.

• Refreshments are served in the McMeekin Room on the main level, all beverages will be served at the bar 

including sodas and water.

• Any questions?
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