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Introduction to Green Nation in 
Wilmington, NC

u My role: Venue 
Sustainability 
Coordinator

u The team: Zero Waste 
Captains

u What we do: Sort and 
Educate

u Venues: Greenfield 
Lake Amphitheater and 
Live Oak Bank Pavilion



Life cycle of 
compostable plastics at 
concerts: Beginning

u What role does Live Nation 
play? Customers > Users

u Ecoproducts > Wilmington 
Compost Company > DLS: 
Live Nation’s food and 
beverage partner

u Sustainability Coordinator 
Role: 

u Connect DLS with WCC

u Encourage Green Nation’s 
sourcing guidelines



Life cycle of compostable plastics at concerts
Beginning Problems

u Problems that arise in Wilmington:

u Outside food trucks

u Compostable plastics melt in the hot sun

u Solutions in the works:

u Approaching food trucks

u TURN reusable cup system



Life cycle of compostable plastics at concerts: 
Middle

u Educating consumers that their cups are compostable

u Word of mouth

u Signage 



Life cycle of compostable 
plastics at concerts: End

u Sorting

u Many cups still get mixed in recycling 

u My team sorts them out stacks them in 
containers

u Containers are serviced by WCC after every show

u WCC brings the concert compost waste to

u New Hanover County Composter

u “in vessel” method of composting

u Piney Run Farms

u Quality of material

u Feedback: They don’t see much contamination

u 10% contamination rate



Conclusion
u At Live Nation, we measure sustainability success using diversion rates.

u Diversion % = !"#$%	'$(#)	*+,)-#)*	
!"#$%	'$(#)	.)/)-$#)*

u 2021 Show Day Diversion Rates

u ~79% at Greenfield Lake Amphitheater

u 68% at Live Oak Bank Pavilion

u Composted 7,000 pounds, recycled 49,460 pounds, donated 518 pounds, landfilled 
26,360 pounds

u 2022 Show Day Diversion Rates

u 85% at Greenfield Lake Amphitheater

u Composted 6,685 pounds, recycled 35,321 pounds, donated 65 pounds

u 73% at Live Oak Bank Pavilion

u Composted 18,690 pounds, recycled 31,742 pounds, donated 1,194 pounds



Conclusion


