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WHAT IS FOODSERVICE PACKAGING?



WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT 
CHARACTERISTICS OF FOODSERVICE 
PACKAGING ITEMS?

Source: FPI’s 2019, 2021 & 2022 State of the Industry Survey

2022
§ Cost
§ Performance
§ Recyclable

2021
§ Cost
§ Performance
§ Appearance

2019
§ Performance
§ Appearance 
§ Cost



The package should depend on the product – shape, size, 
material. But you can’t forget, the product depends on that 

package.
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FPI’S RECOVERY GROUPS

Paper	Recovery	Alliance
(PRA)

Plastics	Recovery	Group	
(PRG)

Foam	Recycling	Coalition	
(FRC)

Paper	Cup	Alliance
(PCA)
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CURRENT PRA/PRG/PCA GROUP MEMBERS
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FPI IS WORKING TOWARDS

• Programs that are material inclusive
• Holistic view of highest and best use of packaging
• Utilization of best practices to maximize FSP 

recovery and minimize consumer confusion
• Harmonization of definitions
• Alignment of the packaging industry
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OVERVIEW OF APPROACH

Resolve End Market Barriers Dispel Myths Member Support
FOUNDATIONAL 

WORK

INCREASING
ACCESS

Add Community Access Track Access

Communicate Access

Increase Recovery of FSPOVERALL 
GOAL

Encourage 
Spontaneous Uptake
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WE ASKED. HERE’S WHAT WE HEARD.
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FOUNDATIONAL WORK

Overviews of studies available at www.recycleFSP.org.

Updated Resident 
Messaging Survey 
(report pending)

How are compostables related to 
contamination rates? Spearheaded 
Chicago Contamination Study

Where to invest 
to increase PET 
recycling?
Participating in 
PET Coalition

Where does 
Plastic FSP flow 
in a MRF? RFID 
study

Updated food 
residue study 
(planned)

Is food residue a problem?

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Where is the 
material 
available to be 
collected?
Learned 
curbside had 
greatest volume 
for collection

How will FSP 
impact the bale?
Estimated impact

Who’s recycling 
FSP?
Conducted MRF 
Benchmarking 
Study

What messaging 
is clearest for 
residents?
Conducted 
National Resident 
Messaging Survey

How much 
material is 
available?
Estimated 
material 
generation

Found little to no difference between FSP 
versus other commonly recycled food 
packaging 

Will the material flow to the right bale?
Co-sponsored MRF Material Flow Study

What are the access rates for FSP?
Co-sponsored SPC Centralized Study on the 
Availability of Recycling

How much FSP 
arises in bales?
• Analyzed 

mixed paper 
bales in Seattle 
and NYC

• Co-sponsored 
Rigid Plastics 
Bale Audit

• Food Residue 
Study (Delaware)

• Food Residue 
Study (Boston)

How to expand end markets for FSP?
Engaged in end market outreach, partnerships & development

Are there end 
markets for FSP?
Published end 
markets map

Which cities and 
composters 
accept FSP? 
Co-sponsored 
BioCycle
residential study 
and surveyed 
composters

How to add FSP 
to city’s 
materials?
Developed image 
library, flyers, ads, 
video, best 
practice language

2018How does 
compostable 
FSP contribute 
as a 
feedstock?
Found 
compostable 
FSP provided 
the same 
benefit as 
traditional 
carbon / bulking 
materials

2019 2020
Where are North American end markets 
for Plastic FSP?
Surveyed PET, PP, and PS end markets
How can plastic FSP be made more 
recyclable?
Partnered with APR to develop Design Guide 
for Foodservice Plastics Recyclability

How can more PET be recycled?
Spearheaded PET Thermoforms 
Collaboration

2021 2022
How much FSP 
arises in bales?
• Mixed paper 

bale audit (1 
MRF) 
corroborated 
2015 findings

• Mixed plastic 
bale audit 
corroborated 
2015 findings

How much FSP 
arises in bales?
Mixed paper bale 
audits from 
partner MRFs

What are current 
access rates?
Co-sponsored cup 
access study with 
NextGen

Best capture opportunities for paper 
cups?
Paper cup flow studies (4 MRFs) 
corroborated 2015 results on % to container 
line

Paper Cup 
Recycling white 
paper released

Where are domestic end markets for Paper FSP?
• 16 markets at 

end of 2018
• 21 markets at 

end of 2019
• 30 confirmed 

markets at end of 
2020

• Surveyed mills; 4 
accepting paper 
FSP

• 33 confirmed 
markets

Joint Declaration 
by 8 Mill 
Companies
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WE ASKED. HERE’S WHAT WE HEARD.

MOST FOODSERVICE PACKAGING IS DISCARDED AT 
HOME OR IN THE WORKPLACE

Hom…

In Store
28%

Public 
Space

3%
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PA P E R  C U P 
R E C Y C L I N G
M I L L  C O M M I T M E N T
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PAPER CUP RECYCLING

• Made with long, bleached 
fiber – highly desired by 
paper mills.

• Can be sorted into mixed 
paper (Grade 54) or 
polycoat (Grade 52) bales.

• Pulping systems can 
separate coatings from fiber 
with a 70%-90% yield.

• Fiber goes on to become 
cereal boxes, facial tissue, 
corrugated boxes, and new 
paper cups!
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PAPER CUP ACCEPTANCE IN TWO 
COMMODITIES

Of U.S./Canadian 
mixed paper 
demand (% by 

quantity consumed)

Of U.S./Canadian 
mills consuming 
mixed paper (% by 

mill count)

29
9

5
3

mills

companies

mills/facilities

companies

accept cups 
in polycoat

bales

accept cups in 
mixed paper 

bales 

representing
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NORTH AMERICAN PAPER CUP ACCEPTANCE
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END MARKETS FOR POST-CONSUMER PAPER 
CUPS



Food scraps
24.1%

Plastics
17.9% All foodservice 

packaging
1.5%

Paper and paperboard
10.8%

Metals… 

Wood 8.3%

Yard trimmings 7.2%Textiles 7.7%
Glass 5.2%

Other materials and misc. 
inorganic waste

4%

Rubber 
and 

leather 
3.4%

WHAT 
PERCENT OF 
DISCARDS ARE 
FOODSERVICE 
PACKAGING
PRODUCTS?
LESS THAN 2%

Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Dec 2020) Advancing 
Sustainable Materials Management: 2018 Tables and Figures.
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WHAT FPI OFFERS
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2019:
• Kent County, MI*
• Clark County, IN
2020:
• Athens-Clarke County, GA
• St. Lucie County, FL
2021:
• Lansing/East Lansing, MI Metro*
• Atlanta, GA 
• Detroit, MI Metro*
• Madison, WI*

FPI COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS TO DATE

2017:
• Chattanooga, TN
• Louisville, KY
• Washington, DC
2018:
• Denver, CO
• Sioux Falls, SD



ATLANTA & DETROIT METRO
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HENRY FORD HEALTH SYSTEM



FPI RESULTS BY THE NUMBERS

RESULTS
§ 2.9M and 5.9M households added plastic and paper 

FSP since 2017, respectively
§ 3.29% access add
§ Reduction in contamination at the MRF
§ Increase in resident participation

§ Increase in materials into the system
§ Increase in bin or cart requests

EXAMPLES
§ Washington DC

§ Contamination decreased from 33% to 26%
§ Increased mixed paper from 9% to 20%

§ Chattanooga, TN
§ Contamination decreased from 14% to 7%
§ Increase fiber collection from 62% to 73%
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WEBSITES

www.recyclefsp.org
www.recyclefspinca.org



C O N TA C T  
I N F O R M AT I O N
NATHA DEMPSEY
Foodservice Packaging Institute
ndempsey@fpi.org
www.fpi.org

MATT TODD
Resource Recycling Systems
mtodd@recycle.com
www.recycle.com


